
We supply Carts, Skips, Roll On Roll OffÕs (RoRoÕs), 
Rear End Loaders (RELÕs), Tankers, Compactors and Balers

When it comes to unwanted 
furniture and wood waste, F&R
Cawley has teamed up with
Wood PH Waste Ltd and itÕs a
new arrangement in which every-
one is a winner.

Last September, farmers Helen
and Philip Carter converted some
of their barns into workshops 
and installed a weighbridge,
wood shredders and sieves after 
deciding that more could be done
to recycle and reuse the vast
amount of wood and timber that
goes to waste. And they were
delighted when F&R Cawley
offered them not only support as
they were setting up the business,
but subsequently, plenty of work
to do too. Having a major waste
disposal company such as
Cawleys on their book of clients
has been a massive boon for the
Carters and their company, Wood
PH Waste Ltd. 

ÒFarmers sometimes get a bad
press for not being very thoughtful
about the environment and we
didnÕt want to be like that,Ó said
Helen. ÒWe wanted to do things
properly and show that we can
also get some benefits out of 
recycling.

ÒWhen we approached Cawleys,
we didnÕt think they would want
to use an outside company for 

their wood waste but they have
been very supportive of us. We
now have a good relationship
with them and thatÕs continuing
to blossom.Ó

Wood PH Waste can handle all
kinds of grades of wood from
MDF and chipboard to demolition
and building waste wood to old
furniture. Between 100 and 200
tonnes of waste arrives at the
companyÕs Houghton Conquest,
Bedfordshire farm each week and
it is all weighed and graded. 

First stop then is to the pre-
shredder to bring everything
down to a more manageable size.
Then the wood can go into a second
shredder to create wood chips
and there is even a series of 
sieves to create much finer grades 

of chippings. Much of this goes 
to animal bedding Ð there are 
different types going to horses
and even chickens.

ÒWe just continue grading and
sorting the wood out for the 
different needs,Ó said Helen.
ÒMuch of it goes back into 
production as woodboard for 
furniture and laminated kitchen
tops. The animal bedding is 
actually good for the chickens
because with the recent bird flu
around the spores can settle on
straw, but it doesnÕt do that 
with the wood chip, which also 
biodegrades down.Ó

Helen is pleased that her business
means that large amounts of
wood are not going to landfill
and, through programmes such 
as local councilsÕ ÒTidy TipÓ 
initiatives, some of the furniture
that is delivered can actually be
re-used and given to charities and
the needy, so it doesnÕt even go
into the shredder. There are so
many uses for recycled waste
wood - some chippings have even
been dyed green and used in
landscaping for local golf courses.

ÒAround 60 per cent of the recy-
cling we do here comes from F&R
Cawley and we are grateful for
that,Ó said Helen. ÒLike them we
want to see this waste recycled
and put back into good use.Ó

Now that wood be nice...
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We recycle paper, cardboard, wood, polythene, metal, tyres, newspapers and magazines. 
Depots at Luton, Milton Keynes and Wellingborough. 

Telephone: 0845 260 2000 www.frcawley.co.uk

Together, Let’s Bury
Landfill For Good

There is no question that the days
of “disposal” and in particular
cheap waste disposal are a 
thing of the past. For some time
now  the Government has been
pushing up the cost of Landfill as
a means of forcing us to recycle
our waste and send less to 
landfill. It has to be said this is a
very blunt instrument to use on 
a complex subject. The European
Union has been going down 
this path for some time and we 
have been forced to join the party. 

Not only has government used
Landfill Tax to force the issue; the
plethora of European legislation
whilst improving standards has
dramatically increased the cost 
of handling waste. We now have
to separate waste types to ensure
that hazardous waste only 
goes to highly specialised and 
heavily engineered landfills.
Certain wastes can no longer 
go to landfill at all and others
require treatment before they are 
landfilled. Landfills themselves
now require huge investment to
ensure that they are able to
process methane into electricity
and ensure that leachate is treated
and contained. The European

Make a Date:
Forthcoming legislation changes

Mid-2006 No tyres, including shredded, permitted to landfill. 
F&R Cawley can assist with recycling.

Mid-2007 WEEE Directive will mean an end to disposal of 
electric and electronic equipment to landfill.

Mid-2007 Pre-treatment of waste will be required before landfill.

It’s all systems go for a
large new extension to
F&R Cawley’s Materials
Recycling Facility (MRF)
Waste Transfer Reception
Hall, the area where
unwanted materials are
separated and sorted for
recycling. The finishing
touches are being put to
phase 1 before it is fully
opened next month.

It has come in three
phases. Phase 1 was the
construction of a new 

building to extend the facility. Phase 2 is underway which will join the
new building to an existing one on-site. When this is complete Phase 3
will see new equipment being installed to handle the increased work load.

The extension has doubled the size of the original Reception Hall which
is the hub of the working area, making it faster, more modern and more
effective with greater amounts of waste being put through. The new
MRF will be set up to handle office paper, glass recycling, commercial,
construction and demolition waste and hazardous material, all under
one roof. 

“We’re delighted with the extension and can’t wait for it to be fully 
operational,” said Dave Watson, Operations Director. “It will enable us to
automate some of our recycling lines and increase throughput, which
will in turn improve our recycling rates.”

New Extension A Separate Matter

continued on page 3...

Dave Watson admiring Phase 1 of the MRF


